Content specific information processing and persecutory delusions: an investigation using the emotional Stroop test.
Attentional bias was investigated in patients suffering from persecutory delusions and matched psychiatric and normal controls, using the emotional Stroop task. Subjects were required to colour name words which were either meaningless strings of Os, neutral words, words indicating negative affect, or words judged to be of paranoid content. In comparison with the control subjects the deluded patients demonstrated a selective increase of response time for the paranoid words. A second analysis using indices of interference produced even more marked results. The relevance of these findings for the understanding of delusional thinking is discussed.